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FIRST  THEN  FINISHED→ →
A simple visual support to help make an activity feel predictable, manageable and complete.

FIRST
Show what is happening now.

Use a photograph, symbol, drawing or a 
short written prompt.

THEN
Show the next small step.

Keep language clear and include only as 
many stages as the learner needs.

FINISHED
Make the endpoint clear.

Remove, tick or move each stage as it is 
completed.

How you might use it
Use the format that makes most sense to the learner: photographs, symbols, drawings or written words. Keep language short and clear. The board 
can be adapted for learning activities, routines, transitions, practical tasks or everyday activities.

Individual first. Visual supports work best when they are matched to the learner’s communication, understanding and preferences.

RESOURCE MASTER
Page 2 uses the calm Unique SEND Tuition colour palette with a 
simple, child-friendly layout.

PRINTER-FRIENDLY
Page 3 uses the same clear layout in a low-ink format for easy 
home or classroom printing.

Free resource for personal, home and educational use.
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